EUROFEDO[?})

Algemeen Secretariaat ¢ Secrétariat Général « Generalsekretariat  Secretariat General ¢ Secretaria General

www.eurofedop.org
* X %
* A

A
* 1_--
A

o LA

*

Evaluation seminar on the evolution of social dialogue in the Western Balkans

Budapest (Hungary), 04-05.02.2015

With the support of EZA and the competent assistance of MOSZ (the National Federation of Workers’
Unions of Hungary), EUROFEDOP had taken the initiative for the organisation of this seminar, with a view to
giving the opportunity to its member organisations from mostly the region above-mentioned to discuss their
present situation and look for solutions for the future.

The overall observation was that still a lot remains to be
done, particularly in countries of the Western Balkans, to
establish a fully capable system of information and
consultation between trade unions and the other partners
(employers, governments) of social dialogue.

For those countries which are already members of the
European Union but also for countries which are in the
process of joining the Union, the rule is that social dialogue
has already been regulated at Community level and needs to be implemented.

Particularly in countries of the Western Balkans, we notice that social dialogue may exist in theory, but,
actually, is not functioning in reality. The State takes decisions on its own, without consulting the trade
unions. Trade unions have an important task in struggling for the respect for their rights, regulated at
international level such as the European Social Charter, and increasing their competence as participants in
social dialogue. Eurofedop can play a coordinating role here. Moreover, an important task for trade unions is
to seek support from their chosen representatives in the European and national parliaments. Elements to be
taken into account are: stay calm, avoid conflicts with other trade unions, develop a negotiation strategy,
inform the public opinion, ...

The seminar participants agreed that this seminar had helped them a lot in their search for developing
genuine social dialogue structures in their country.

At the first day of the seminar, the national TV channel reported on the seminar and a press conference was
held by Bert Van Caelenberg, secretary general of Eurofedop, and Gabor Holecz, responsible for the public
sector in MOSZ.
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